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Introduction
The Arctic Council, an intergovernmental forum of the eight Arctic States, released two documents in November 2004 that influenced the decision to proceed with a shipping assessment for the Arctic Ocean. The first, the Arctic Climate Impact Assessment (ACIA), a major study that gained global attention, noted the potential for increasing marine access with the rapid retreat of Arctic sea ice. The second document, the Arctic Marine Strategic Plan (AMSP), is a strategic guide that emphasizes a risk-based approach and the application of
